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SYLLABUS
NATIONAL INTERESTS OF THE STATES
PhD students, 1nd year of study , fall semester, 3 credits 

Lecturer: Rustem Kadyrzhanov 

Телефон: 267-43-73 (108)  

e-mail: rustem_kadyrzhan@mail.ru

Room: 17
Name of instructor (discussion sessions):
Zhusupova Aiman Saitovna

Phone: 267-43-73 (108)  

e-mail: aimana1981@gmail.com

room: 17
The main purpose of the course "National Interests of The States" will find concepts, the process of national interest’s formation, the specifics of the problem complexes and major categories, the major trends of international relations. Student learn to analyze national interests and foreign policy in the modern world, the independent analysis of the various problems of international relations in accordance with the general logic of deployment as a link in a single global process, competent written work, the creation of presentation in Power Point.
Challenges of the course:
- To understand the nature of the course "National Interests of The States" as a doctrine of political theory and practice;

- Cover the basic concepts of foreign relations and national interests in the modern world;

- To show the essential features of the national interests;

- To disclose basic concept of the state national interests of Kazakhstan, the ways and methods of its implementation.
 Prerequisite, post requisite.
The course " National Interests of The States" is closely related to other political science courses. "History", "Philosophy", "Sociology", "Economics", "Politics", "Psychology" and professional disciplines: "History of Political Thought", "World Politics and International relations" are based on this line up and specify and reveal different aspects of the world of politics.

DISCIPLINE STRUCTURE, VOLUME AND CONTENT
	Week
	Subject 
	Hours
	Subject of ISW

	 
	Module 1. Theoretical foundations of the study of National Interests of The States
	
	

	1.


	 Lecture (L).  Theoretical and methodological analysis of the notion “national interest” 

1.1. The goal and tasks of the course “National Interests of The States” 
1.2. The definition of the notion “National interests”. 
 1.3. The notions and categories related to the study of national interests. 
	2
	

	
	 Seminar (S) 1. National interests: definition, methods, functions 
1.1. The definition of the notion “National interests”. 

1.2. Methods of the study of national interests. 

1.3. The notion of the national interest. 
1.4. National Interests as a basis of foreign policy. 

	2
	

	2.
	(L). The essence of National interests  

2.1. The interests of nation. 
2.2. “The national interest”: essential ingredients. 
2.3. The national interest: means or ends?. 
 (S) Conventional Perspectives: Realist Approaches. 

2.1.Morgenthau: the national interest as a tool of analysis and guide for action.  
2.2. Waltz: national interests and anarchy.  
2.3. Realism and national interests. 

	2

2
	

	3
	(L). The national interests: problems as an analytical tool
3.1. Economic globalization versus national interests. 
3.2. International integration and national interests. 
3.3. Conflict of national interests. 
	2
	

	
	(S) Typologies of the national interests in the modern world

3.1. International competition in monopolar world. 

3.2. International integration. 

3.3. International conflicts. 

	2
	

	4.
	(L). Critical Perspectives: Marxist and Anarchist Approaches 
3.1. Adam Smith and the interests of society. 
3.2. Marx and international politics. 
3.3. Marx on globalization. 
	2
	ISW № 1. To study the National interests of chosen country 


	
	(S). Marx on ‘national interests’
3.1. Marx, the state and war in political economy. 
3.2. The revisionist debate on national interests. 

3.3. Marx, the state and war in International Relations. 

	2
	

	5.
	(L) Anarchism and ‘national interests’
5.1. National versus class interests. 
5.2. Class and foreign policy: the national interest evasion. 
5.3. National interests, Marxism and neo-liberalism. 

	2
	

	
	(S) Divisible and indivisible interests: a correction to Marx 
5.1. National versus class interests. 

5.2. Class and foreign policy: the national interest evasion.

5.3. National interests, Marxism and neo-liberalism. 


	
	

	6.
	Module 2.  The main types of  national interests in the modern world 
(L). Progressive Perspectives: Liberal Approaches 
6.1. Adam Smith’s invisible hand. 

6.2.  Liberal antidotes to war: democracy and free trade. 
6.3. Prospects for peace. 
	2
	

	
	(S). The spirit of commerce in International Relations 

6.1. Interdependence and liberal institutionalism. 

6.2. Secret diplomacy, the balance of power and collective security. 

6.3. The forms and types of national interests in the modern world. 

	2
	

	7.
	(L) Challenging liberalism 
7.1. Society and the ‘free market’.
7.2. Free trade imperialism.
7.3. The liberal revival. 
(S) Globalization and national interests 
	2
	

	8
	(L) ‘Free trade’ and the national interest
8.1. Sovereignty, foreign investment and the national interest
8.2. National interests as subjects of international conflict 
8.3. The conjunction of conflict and resource mobilizations. 
	2
	ISW № 2. Presentation in the Power Point program on the theme of the written work (The project method)

	
	(S) Progressive perspectives: the English school 

8.1. The English school and  order 

8.2. International society 

8.3. The English school: morality and interests. 
	2
	

	9.
	(L). English school and national interests
9.1. The English school: pluralist and solidarist conceptions  
9.2. National interests and obligation to humanity
9.3. Human rights and humanitarian intervention   
	2
	

	
	(S). Progressive Perspectives: Constructivism
9.1. Theory of Alexander Wendt.
9.2. Martha Finnemore theory.
9.3. Jutta Weldes theory of national interests.

	1
	

	10
	(L) Defining the Enemy and National Defence
10.1. The American Threat.  
10.2. The Chinese Threat. 
10.3. Defending against Direct Attack.   
	2
	

	
	(S). The Structure of International Politics and the Dilemmas of solidarity 

10.1. Global processes provoking the rise of unrest.  

10.2. The rise of the world economic system and international conflicts. 

10.3. International diffusion and the spread of conflict.   
	2
	

	11
	(L) R. Elements of national interest 
11.1. Internal Security.   

11.2. External Secutity. 
11.3. National economic, political and cultural development. 
	2
	

	
	(S) Who determines national interest? 

11.1. Interests of Defense.  

11.2. Trade and economic growth. 

11.3. Countries under Super-Powers. 

	2
	

	12
	(L). National Interests in sphere of Information 
12.1. Law-based providing of national interests 

12.2. Security  in informational sphere of the State
12.3. Informational Threats to national interests

	2
	ISW № 3. The working out of a catalog of new literature on the problem of supporting national interests in informational sphere 


	
	(S). National Interests in sphere of Information 

12.1. Law-based providing of national interests 

12.2. Security  in informational sphere of the State

12.3. Informational Threats to national interests

	2
	

	13.
	(L) National interests in the modern world
13.1. Defining national interests in a polyethnic society.  
13.2. Providing national interests in regional degree.
13.3. Providing national interests in global degree. 
	2
	

	
	(S)  National interests in the modern world
13.1. Defining national interests in a polyethnic society.  

13.2. Algorithms of Providing national interests in regional degree.

13.3. Mechanisms of Providing national interests in global degree. 
	2
	

	14.
	(L). National interests of CIS countries  

14.1. Creating new national interests after USSR collapse. 
 14.2. Defining national interests in condition of independence. 

14.3. Influence on foreign policy of CIS countries from outside.  
	2
	ISW № 4. Presentation of an essay on the national interests of Kazakhstan. 


	
	(S) Changing of national interests in a new global conditions (discussion)  
	2
	

	15.
	(L). National interests of Kazakhstan
15.1. National interests of Kazakhstan in military and economic sphere. 

15.2. National interests of RK in informational sphere. 
15.3. National interests of Kazakhstan an Global challenges and threats. 
	2
	

	
	(S). Mid-term exam 2. 
	2
	


Literature

Main sources 
1. Хрусталев М.А. Основы nеории внешней политики государства: Учебное пособие. – М., 2000. – 400 с. 
2. Цыганков П.А. Международные отношения  – М., 2008. – 480 с. 

3. Задохин А. Глобализация и национальные интересы России  . СПб., 2004. 

4. Кондратов А. Обеспечение внешнеполитической деятельности государства. М., 1998. 
5. Бэттлер А. Национальные интересы, национальная и международная безопасность. М., 1994. – 178 с. 

6. Трухачёв В. В. Национальные интересы: сущность, структура, политические механизмы формирования. М., 1990. 

7. Peter Trubowitz. Defining the national interest: conflict and change in American foreign policy Princeton, 1994.
8. Glenn Chafetz, Benjamin Frankel, Michael Spirtaz. Origins of National Interests. Frank Cass & Co. Ltd., 1999
Additional: 
1. Jean-Marc Coicaud Beyond the national interest. The Future of UN Peacekeeping and Multilateralism in an Era of U.S. Primacy. Cambridge, 1975. 

2. David Abulafia. The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean (New York: Oxford University Press, 2011), 816 pp. 

3. Stephen D Krasner. Defending the National Interest: Raw Materials Investments and US Foreign. Princeton University Press, 1978 
Control forms of knowledge:

CDS: 4 tasks per semester

Final Exam: during exams

Criteria for evaluation of knowledge, in% points

 The control works 60

 Individual tasks (CDS)

Final Exam 40

Intermediate control is conducted on the theoretical and practical issues studied in previous lectures and laboratory classes (for 7 weeks). Students are provided with theoretical questions and practical assignments.

Scale of knowledge assessment:
	Literal equivalent of assessment
	Grade Point Average (GPA)
	Points in %
	Assessment upon traditional system

	A
	4
	95-100
	"Perfect"

	A-
	3,67
	90-94
	

	B+
	3,33
	85-89
	"Good"

	B
	3
	80-84
	

	B-
	2,67
	75-79
	

	C+
	2,33
	70-74
	"Satisfied"

	C
	2
	65-69
	

	C-
	1,67
	60-64
	

	D+
	1,33
	55-59
	

	D
	1
	50-54
	

	F
	-
	0-49
	"Unsatisfied"

(non-passed)

	I
	-
	-
	"Discipline is not completed"

	W
	-
	-
	" Discipline denial"

	AW
	-
	-
	"Expelled from discipline"

	AU
	-
	-
	"Discipline is attended"

	P/NP (Pass / No Pass)
	-
	65-100/0-64
	"Passed/ not passed"


Making assessment of student work during the semester the following is noted:

- Attendance;

- Active and productive participation in practical classes;

- The study of basic and additional literature;

- Implementation of SIW;

- Timely delivery of all jobs

For the late delivery of the three tasks of SIW the mark AW is rated.
Policy of academic behaviour and ethics

Be tolerant and respect other people's opinions. Objections are  formulated in the correct form. Plagiarism and other forms of cheating are not allowed. Prompting and cheating during delivery SIW, interim control and final exam, copying of solved problems by others students, pass of exam for another student are unacceptable. A student convicted of falsifying any information of the course will receive a final grade «F».

Assistance: For advice on the implementation of individual works (SIW), their delivery and protection as well as additional information on the studied material and all other questions arise on offered course contact the instructor during his office hours.

Considered at the faculty meeting 
Protocol  №  dated  «   »      2013 .
Head of faculty  G.O. Nasimova
Lecturer Kadyrzhanov R.K.
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